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We dallied an hour over our dates, coffee and tea, A lizard
was captured and another eluded us, while a butterfly
tempted me to vain exertion for a moment. Once more we
mounted and marched. A derelict raven's nest marked our
entry into Shuwaikila through a gap in its long, discontinuous
outer ridge, whose north-eastern extremity was said to lie
about half a day's journey to our right. A second ridge lay
close behind the first and separated from it by a narrow de-
pression, in which we found another old raven's nest in an
Abal bush. A cruel glare struck up into our eyes from the
very fine light brown sand, and we seemed suddenly to have
passed into another world.
Perhaps it was merely imagination, for the very name1 of
this district in the deepest recesses of Bub* al Khali had con-
jured up visions of disaster in the minds of my companions
two months before, when I had casually enquired of 'Ali
whether he knew the tract. Mr. Thomas had shown it on his
map on the strength of hearsay information, and 5Ali had
looked at me quizzically as if wondering how on earth I
could have any knowledge of things so remote. My com-
panions now recalled the incident and laughed at their old
terror. We were now hardened veterans of travel in the
Empty Quarter and the dreaded district was but another
stage on the path that pointed homeward.
As a matter of fact the great bulk of the Shuwaikila tract
lay to south and south-west of us. We had struck but a
slender tongue of it extending north-eastward along the
western fringe of Hawaya, separating it from another district
of the desert which we could already see before us in the
distance. Beyond a gently undulating plain of firm sand
with some dry vegetation of Hadh and Sabot lay a k«r
barrier of dunes, and beyond that again as it were a glimpse
of the sea, a firm dark blue line that thrilled us to the
marrow. Wallah! ejaculated Salim, it is Sahaaal the
gravel plain that streaks the desert between the dunes.
And there, beyond it, are the ranges of Al 'Awariq. It is
1 Said to be derived from the root Sha&> agpoifyiog II
(dim. Shuwaikila) Hawaya, i.e. reeemb&og Hawaya;  bat soeh Badawin
derivations are at best doubtful.
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